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Milll’ - The Erench Boudoir Doll
[J 2000 Judi Ward -Judi’s Dolls

...Chapter 3Part 1...
Making the long fingernails.

***Now, let's make long, elegant fingernails with the Crystal Lacquer***

This is rather time consuming, and requires careful work, mostly waiting and pressing the
Crystal, but worth it, for the elegant look you achieve!

1) First, flatten the hands out. "Oh No! after all the work you did topose them daintily!"
You can put them right back in a dainty position after all of the fingernail work is done, |
promise.

2) Spray the whole hand and at least half way up the arms with 2 good coats of Clear
Acrylic spray to seal the fabric before using the Gesso and the Crystal. Let it dry
between coats. The spray seals and stiffens the fabric. It also makes the fabric look
fuzzy til it is dry, and when we do it in "hands on" classes, panic sets in, for fear that the
"skin" will forever be fuzzy.

Don’t panic, the "fuzziness" will go away after the clear coating is dry.
Also, this doll is not a chew toy, so don't worry about the clear coat being toxic etc.

The coating helps keep the Crystal and the fingernail polish from bleeding into the fabric,
If some gets off of the Gesso.

3) Paint a coat of Gesso where the fingernails go. Put the thumbnail over the outer seam,
not on the flat part of the thumb. 1t poses more naturally when the thumbnail is over the
seam, and makes the thumb look like it is opposing, without having to add the thumb on as
an extra piece.

When you bend the thumbs towards the palm a little, they look so natural.

4) Now, twist the thumb so the thumbnail is facing up in the same up position as the
fingers. You want them all flat for applying the fingernails.

The thumb will twist back in shape when you are all done, 1 promise.

5) Then apply the Gesso as pictured in the following pictures.
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Gesso on the brown skin.

Gesso on the peach skin.

6) Now put a dot of the Crystal, the size of a big round pin head, on each fingernail. Be
sure that you keep it on top of the Gesso. The Crystal can bleed into the fabric if it gets
off of the Gesso.

A dot of Crystal shown big
SO you can see how it sits.

Dots of crystal on all of the fingers.

7) Let the dots of Crystal dry for about 15 minutes, and then press them one at a time
with your finger and thumb. If when you press, they are still sticky, let them sit for a few
more minutes, and try again. When you press them, also press your finger forward to
slightly pull the Crystal forward.

You won't get much, or maybe even any coming forward, with this first dot, but with each
coat of Crystal, the fingernails will pull forward more and can be shaped.
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Remember...The skin colors are going to change as we go along. I am making 2 dolls as |
write this. This is intended to keep your mind away from the "exactly alike" syndrome.

Close up of a flattened fingernail.

Second layer of dots on each finger.

Second layer pressed down,
Second layer pressed down, and pulled forward.

and pulled forward.
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Third layer dots. Third layer dots.
They are bigger at this point. They are bigger at this point.

8. Wait for at least 15 minutes and press and pull the nails flatter and out over the ends
of the fingers.

Third layer dots pressed down.
The view from below.
The Crystal gets thick underneath.

Third layer dots pressed down,
and drawn forward by pinching
the ends.

Notice how long the nails are at this point. This layer is the one you really have
to shape so it curves down, rather than curving up and shovel shaped.

9) Keep after them, as they continue to dry. My fovorite time to do the nails is in the
evening, when 1 sit down to relax and maybe watch TV for a while. I can really keep after
the nails and keep them shaped. Try to press the crystal right to the edge of the Gesso at
this point too.

IT it won't stay to the edge, don't worry, the fingernail polish will cover the little bit of
Gesso that is showing.

You can add another coat if desired, and the nails can be drawn out as long as you want.
Remember, you will have to "babysit" the nails for a couple of hours, after these last
coats and check on them, press them, and shape them.
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You can file these nails, carefully of course, so you don't skin up the skin...but...l try very
hard to do all the shaping with my fingers so I don't have to file them.

10) After the nails have been shaped, and have dried for a few hours, paint the nails with
fingernail polish. 1 don't use the little brush that comes in the bottle. 1t is too big.

Use a regular paintbrush and clean it really well between coats with finger nail polish
remover. | usually put two to three coats of finger nail polish on.

BIG GIANT NOTE>>>Sometimes even when you have baby sat the fingernails diligently,
and shaped them as they dried, you go to bed, and then get up to discover that they still
turned up, or got a "dent" in the middle. Sometimes one will, sometimes the whole hand
Full will. Don't despair!

FINGER NAIL POLISH TO THE RESCUE!!. Paint one coat on first,
extending it CAREFULLY all the way to the edges and try to cover any
Gesso that is still showing.

11) Use a tiny paintbrush for the touching up, and "dot" the polish on in tiny bits around
the edges. Let dry.

12) For the next coat, set a big dot of polish where the dent is. It will fill the dent, and
then flow out some. Help it taper to the edge with your paintbrush. You can really make
the nails look curved and elegant this way, and any little flaws are covered with nail polish!

The pictures following are so close, that they show things that don't even show to the
naked eye. No one will be that close!

Up close and Personal to a nail with a "dent".
Note the little edge where the polish is thin.
That was where | covered a little Gesso.

A second coat there will "fix" it.
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The nail filled and finessed around the edges.

|

Mauve nails, not so long.

Lovely red nails.
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