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Milli’ - The French Boudoir Doll
 2000 Judi Ward -Judi’s Dolls

…Chapter 8 Part 1 ...
... Making the sleeves, skirt, and adding the lace

and trims to the bodice…also the "panty" ruffle. ...

First, I have to show you the "cool" appliqué I found at Wal Mart. I am sure they are
available at other fabric stores too. It is a dragon and he looks wonderful on my dark
doll….Where it will go, I don’t know yet, but you just have to see it.

Here, on her shoulder? Here, on her face?
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Here, on her back? Here, on her upper arm?

Decisions, decisions, decisions! I will wait til I get the dressing and trimming done before
I make a decision. What do you all think?

I showed the doll in Red, just to show you the dragon, but will be working on the doll in the
browns for writing this part of the class. I will finish the doll in red before the class is
over though.
1) First, let’s add lace trim around the joining of the legs to the body. You can sew it on or
glue it on. I hot glue it, very neatly.

2) Sewing it on is great, though it takes a lot of time. But…if you bead and want to do that
around the edge of the trim, sewing would be the best option.

I don’t really do beading. Been there, done that, didn’t like it. I think I move too fast for
sitting down and beading. J

3) Start in the center back with the gathered lace and apply it along the area where the
legs join the body all the way around the sides and front, and back to the back. Cut the
end of the lace off after slightly overlapping it. You will sew the middle together by hand
after getting the lace on all the way around.

The second picture shows the middle before it is sewn together. The third picture shows
the overlap sewn and the middle sewn together.

This little lace application makes a fake "panty" look.
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Starting the gluing (or sewing). Applied all the way around. See the overlap?
Sew it up and then sew the middle together.

The middle sewn together,
this forms 2 leg openings.

4) Now, let’s do the sleeves. These are really easy. Your sleeves should be cut with the
scalloped edge of the lace sticking over the pattern a little bit. The sleeve size is 14" X
14".

I like to make the pattern from Freezer paper and iron it to the lace folded so it is
double. It makes it easier to cut along the Freezer Paper. Stick a few pins here and there
to keep the 2 layers together.

If you are making sleeves from something other than lace with a scalloped edge, you will
need to hem the wrist edge or apply narrow lace there or something.

I am going to show the sleeve pattern and lace on my red lace…The cream lace and white
Freezer Paper didn’t show up well in a photo. But I will continue the lesson on the cream
and brown doll. I need her done for this weekend and company coming.

Cut the sleeves out and then sew the long seam from the scalloped edge to the raw edge.
You will have made a couple of tubes. Turn them right side out.

NOTE*** You may not use both of them. Some students here at the castle classes and
myself have made dolls with one sleeve.

NOTE 2*** If you have a lot of cellulite in the arms, the sleeves cover it so well!
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The pattern ironed and pinned to my doubled
red lace. Note the scallops sticking out a little

on the right. One cream sleeve sewn from the raw
edge to the scalloped edge.

The sewn edge is at the left.

5) Thread a needle with strong, nylon thread, button and carpet thread or even my heavy
jointing cord if you have some. Be sure you have at least 18" to work with.

6) Run a gather stitch all around the raw edge of the sleeve, about 1/4" from the edge,
starting at the center, not the seam, for ease of gathering and tying the sleeve to the
arm at the top.
7) Slip the sleeve on one arm and pull the gathers up evenly. Tie tightly right where the
arm top and shoulder plate meet. (Remember the nurses knot)

The sleeve will be too long. That is on purpose, so we can gather the sleeves up in 1-2-3
places up the arm to make them prettier.

The sleeve top gathered.
The sleeve top gathered tightly to the

arm top and being tied tightly.
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8) Play with the sleeves a little to see where you want to gather them up on the arm.

9) I just wrap the strong cord around where I want the gathers to be, tie the first part
of the nurse’s knot a little tightly and arrange the gathers. Then I tie the second tie of
the nurse’s knot really tightly. Even after you tie the place tightly, you can move the
gathers around some.

Ribbon, flowers, trim etc. will be put over the tied off areas.

Let’s look at some other ways to tie the sleeves. You can have a ball decorating them.

A single tie at about elbow height. Two ties; above and below the elbow.

Two ties with the sleeve pushed up.

A single tie at the wrist. This sleeve has
sewn on lace at the wrist. I didn't
have enough of the border lace for
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both the skirt and the sleeves.

A single tie up higher on the arm. A single tie down lower on the arm.

NOTE**** All of the sleeves are tied tightly with strong nylon cord, before adding
ribbons, flowers etc.

NOTE 2**** If you want to you can make the sleeves bigger than 14" X 14", for more
puff, and more gathers.

You can decorate your sleeves now or wait till you do the bodice decorations.

Let’s make the skirt now. This is the only piece of "real" clothing on Milli’. A big departure
for me, because I usually make dolls with removable clothing. If desired you can make this
piece "unreal" too, by sewing the back shut and stitching the yoke to the body in a place or
two so it doesn’t turn.

A CAUTION***** The yoke is a "one size fits all" piece. With the use of so many torso
fabrics, I have found in the hands on classes, that you need to try it on before you sew
the lining into it.

For some dolls it is just right, for some it will be too big and a wider seam allowance will be
needed at the sides, for some it will be really snug and you will need to take a narrower
back seam allowance, and may have to squeeze your dolls waist to fit. Wow! Don’t you wish
we could just squeeze our waists to fit whatever size we want?!?!

1) Make a right and left back yoke pattern. Make one whole front yoke pattern or make it
on the fold.

2) Iron the Freezer Paper patterns to your yoke fabric. Cut out.

3) Iron the Freezer Paper patterns to your the lining fabric. Cut out.
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4) You will have 2 fronts, the outer and the lining… You will have 4 backs, 2 outer and 2
lining. The backs need to be a right and a left.

The picture will clarify. I don’t know why this seems so hard in hands on classes, but there
is always confusion about the backs. I think it is because very few doll clothing items are
lined, so dollmakers don’t encounter it often.

This is what you should have for patterns
for the yoke .

Patterns ironed to the outer fabric.
This fabric is old, and has gold on the

other side. 2 backs and a front.

.

Patterns ironed to the lining fabric.
2 backs and a front.

5) Sew the side seams of the backs to the front of the outer yoke pieces. Sew in the
darts. Try the yoke on. It needs to overlap in back about 1" at this point. If it is too big,
either take it up on the sides or remember to make the back seams wider when you sew
the lining to the outer yoke.

Mine fit just right this time. It needs to be a little loose at the lower edge, because the
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lace will be gathered into that edge, and the bulk of the lace takes up a little room.

The outer yoke sewn. The lining sewn.

6) Trim all of the darts and then place the outer yoke and the lining, right sides together
and fit, pin and sew the center back seams and around the waist edge. Open the seams of
the darts and the sides as you are pinning for a neater, less bulky yoke.

7) Trim the seams to 1/8" and clip the waist edge seam if the yoke is made from woven
fabric.

8) Turn the yoke right side out and press if your fabric will take pressing. Some of the
metalics won’t. Test on a scrap first!

9) Top stitch around the waist edge if desired, BUT NOT down the back edges. The back
edges have to stay open to sew the skirt into.

Sewn at the backs and around the waist. Turned right side out.
The waist edge topstitched.
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10) Now let’s cut the lace skirt out. If your lace is lightweight, you can use the full 2-yard
width for the skirt. If it is stiffer or heavier, 1 1/2 yards is plenty.

11) Fold the lace so the scalloped edge is together. Measure 18" up from the scalloped
edge and place a pin. Do this the whole length of the lace.

12) Cut along the pins.

13) Leave the lace folded and place the long thin triangle piece on the fold as pictured. Cut
the triangle away. (After you have done this a time or two, you can probably just eyeball
the cutting out of that little triangle piece. It doesn’t have to be exact.)

The reason you need that piece out of the center front of the skirt, is because the yoke
is V shaped and you have to make the skirt V shaped too or it will pucker up at the middle
of the front.

The following picture shows the long triangle placed on the center fold of the skirt lace,
but I couldn’t get the whole skirt in the picture. Ditto for the next picture showing the
long triangle piece cut away from the skirt front.
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The long triangle piece in place on the
fold of the lace. I make the piece from

Freezer Paper and iron it on.

The long triangle cut away.
Keep the pattern, throw the scrap

of lace away.

14) Gather the cut edge of the skirt to fit the open edge of the yoke you made. The
center of the skirt fold goes at the point of the yoke.

I always gather by machine, using the long basting stitch (#4 on my Pfaff) I run two rows
about 1/8" apart, starting at one end after the 1" for the fold over and going to the
center…..I then go from the center to the other end, leaving that 1" again. Repeat for the
second row of stitching.
15) Pull the Bobbin or Bottom threads to pull the gathers up. Don’t pull the top thread! It
will lock your stitches and you won’t be able to do the gathering.

Go to Chapter 8 Part 2
Go to... ~ Classroom ~ Black Board ~ Pattern ~

Copyright Notice: All pages and graphics are copyrighted by the Internet Visions Company and/or instructor. 
  You may print these out for the use of the class only.  All other uses or distributions are forbidden. 

Crafty College and Doll Net are divisions of the Internet Visions Company.
© 1997-2003, Internet Visions Co. All rights reserved.

Chapter 8 Part 1 - Milli'

http://dollnetcampus.com/room/210/chapter8_1.html (10 of 10) [1/4/2003 9:23:16 PM]

http://dollnetcampus.com/room/210/chapter8_2.html
http://dollnetcampus.com/room/210/index.html
http://dollnetcampus.com/room/210/bb210.html
http://dollnetcampus.com/room/210/down.html
http://www.ivisions.com/

	dollnetcampus.com
	Chapter 8 Part 1 - Milli'


