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Lesson 4 - Merna’s Tail 

The tail is a pattern piece and has the seam allowance included. Cut out on 
doubled fabric of choice. Before stitching, cut a piece of batting to fit the 
approximate fluke area. 

Layer batting, 
then fabric 
RST on top of 
batting. Start 
stitching at 
top of waist 
and continue 
all around tail 
and fluke 
area to other 
side. Leave 
entire waist 
area open. 
Clip curves or 
use a pinking 
shears to cut 
out. 

At the butt area, just 
where the curve begins 
to straighten out into 
the tail, you may opt to 
stitch a dart. This dart 
will help to flatten her 
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butt to help her sit on 
the fish better. This is 
an optional step. 

Turn RSO. Press. 

At bottom of tail, on right side of 
fabric, topstitch a curved 
fingerlike shape from where the 
flukes start, down to the end of 
the tail and back up to where 
you started. 

Quilt the flukes in a 
pattern pleasing to you. 

Thread a beading needle 
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and using seed beads and 
sequins, bead in a random 
pattern all over the flukes. 

Stuff firmly up to where the 
tail curves into the butt area. 
Leave the rest open. Set 
aside. 

At this point you can test sit 
the tail on the fish. Place the 
tail in place, moving around 
until you are satisfied with 
placement. Later we will 
discuss affixing the mermaid 
in a more permanent fashion 
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